XXIV
THE DECLINE OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATION
H
ISTORICAL development knows no interruptions.
After the time of Diocletian and Constantine the Roman
Empire went on existing for many centuries. But it was
now divided into two parts: the Western Empire with Rome
for its capital, Rome of the Romans; and the Eastern Empire,
commonly called ' Byzantine', because its capital, Constanti-
nople, or Rome of the Romaioi, was founded by Constantine
on the site of the ancient Byzantium. I have already described
•the system of government in this new Roman Empire. Its
essential features remained, in both East and West, what they
were made by Diocletian and Constantine. The structure
they built was, as we have already seen, new upon the whole :
it was foreign to Graeco-Roman conceptions of the state and
agreed more closely, though not altogether, with the political
theories of the Iranian and Semitic East. Some survivals of
the former constitution were retained: the ancient formula
of Senatus populusque Romanus was still used ; two Senates,
one in each capital, still sat; and some titles of magistrates,
such as ' consul', were kept alive.
The main features in the life of this new empire may be
described as follows. The Western Empire gradually breaks
up into its component parts, which are Italy and the former
provinces ; and these parts are eventually ruled by the
leaders of different German tribes, who have seized this or
that part of the Roman world. This phenomenon is not
entirely new ; for even in the time of Diocletian, Constantine,
and their immediate successors, the Germans were conspicuous
in the army and at the imperial court. In the Eastern Empire
the process of dissolution is far slower, and old traditions ar&
more tenaciously maintained ; but, on the other hand, the
influence of the East is stronger, and the government tends
more and more to resemble an Eastern despotism. The
centre of gravity in the Eastern Empire shifts from the
Balkan peninsula to Asia Minor.
At the same time, those countries which had once been
the chief centres of political and civilized life fall into decay,

